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SUB J : SIGNS OF IMPROVING NIGERIAN -IV ORIAN RELATIONS 

SUMMARY: DURING ECOWAS CONFERENCE NIGERIAN HEAD OF STATE 
GENERAL GOWON AND IVORY COAST PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY SEEM 
TO HAVE MADE SPECIAL EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THEIR COUNTRIES' 

BILATERAL RELATIONS, RESTORED IN 1973 BUT STILL SUFFERING STRAINS 
FROM THE BIAFRA PERIOD. END SUMMARY. 

1. IVORY COAST PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY, IN LAGOS AIRPORT 
PRESS INTERVIEW MAY 30, STATED PRESENCE IN IVORY COAST OF FORMER 
BIAFRA LEADER OIUKWU SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO DISRUPT EXISTING 
CORDIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN HIS NATION AND NIGERIA. HE SAID HE 
HAD DISCUSSED OIUKWU MATTER WITH GENERAL GOWN IN A "HEART-TO- 
HEART" TALK MAY 29 AND THEY AGREED IT WAS "UNIMPORTANT" IN 
RELATIONS TO COMMON EFFORTS TO IMPROVE LOT OF PEOPLE IN BOTH 
COUNTRIES. HOUPHOUET CALLED FOR CONTINUED BROTHERLY COOPERATION 
BETWEEN TWO NATIONS, AND DISMISSED AS "BASELESS" FEAR THAT 
NIGERIA MIGHT DOMINATE ECOWAS. 

2. GENERAL GOWON ALSO TOUCHED ON NIGERIAN/IVORY COAST RELATIONS 
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TERMED HOUPHOUET PRESENCE AT ECOWAS SUMMIT A "REMARKABLE" IMPROVE- 
MENT IN BILATERAL RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES; HIS FIVE-HOUR 
DISCUSSION WITH HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY MAY 29 WAS, HE SAID, "Cl EAR 
EVIDENCE OF DETERMINATION TO ESTABLISH FRUITFUL COOPERATION". 

GOWN ALSO ANNOUNCED HE HAS ACCEPTED INVITATION TO VISIT IVORY 
COAST AT AN UNSPECIFIED DATE. 

3. COMMENT: GOWON ACCORDED HOUPHOUET PLACE OF HONOR THROUGHOUT 
AND SEEMED DETERMINED TO HAVE HOUPHOUET WITH HIM AS MUCH AS 
POSSIBLE. THEY BOTH MADE EFFORTS TO BURY THEIR PAST DIFFERENCES. 

AND IT APPEARS THAT SOME GENUINE CAMMERADERIE MAY HAVE DEVELOPED 
BETWEEN TWO LEADERS. FMG SEEMS TO HAVE MADE SOME HEADWAY IN 
REDUCING FEARS THAT NIGERIA MIGHT DOMINATE ECOWAS, WITH HOUPHOUET 
HIMSELF ADDING A CALMING WORD. FMG WILLINGNESS TO DOWNPLAY OJUKWU 
PROBLEM SEEMS SMALL PRICE TO PAY FOR FULL-FLEDGED IVORIAN 
SUPPORT FOR ECOWAS. 
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